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CONEIDENTIAL STATE 035954 

EOR CHARGE FROM SOBER 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEOR, IR, US, SHUM 

SUBJECT: REZA BARAHENI 

REF: TEHRAN 0603 AND 1520 

1 . WE CAN UNDERSTAND GOI IRRITATION WITH THE VARIOUS 
WRITTEN AND ORAL STATEMENTS OE REZA BARAHENI AND THE 
VIEWS WHICH HE IS DISSEMINATING. HOWEVER, AS YOU WELL 
KNOW, THERE IS NOTHING WE CAN DO OR SHOULD TRY TO DO TO 
INTEREERE WITH HIS RIGHT OF FREE SPEECH. INASMUCH AS WE 
CANNOT GIVE A RESPONSE TO KHALATBARY WHICH WOULD BE EULLY 
RESPONSIVE TO HIS CONCERNS, WE DO NOT WANT YOU TO TAKE 
INITIATIVE TO REPLY TO HIS APPROACH. IT WOULD PROBABLY 
BE BEST IE ISSUE WERE QUIETLY LAID TO REST. HOWEVER, IE 

HE AGAIN RAISES MATTER YOU SHOULD DRAW UPON TALKING 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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POINTS IN PARA BELOW. 

A. WE HAVE NOTED VARIOUS STATEMENTS BY REZA BARAHENI AND 
AGREE THAT THEY CANNOT HELP BUT BE IRRITATING TO THE GOI. 

B. EREE SPEECH, HOWEVER, IS GUARANTEED UNDER OUR CON- 
STITUTION AND LAWS AND OUR OWN LEADERS, AS WELL, ARE 
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SUBJECTED TO INTENSE, AND NOT INEREQUENTLY SCURRILOUS, 

CRITICISM. THE AMERICAN PRESS, RADIO AND TELEVISION ARE 
PRIVATELY OWNED AND WE CANNOT DETERMINE WHO WILL OR 
WILL NOT APPEAR ON PROGRAMS OR BE ALLOWED TO WRITE 
ARTICLES FOR NEWSPAPERS AND JOURNALS. 

C. MR. BARAHENI HAS A VALID VISA AND, AS LONG AS HE IS 
LEGALLY IN THE UNITED STATES, HE HAS EQUAL PROTECTION 
OE OUR LAWS. 

D. WE BOTH MUST KEEP HIS CHARGES IN PERSPECTIVE AND NOT 
PERMIT THEM TO INTEREERE WITH OUR TRADITIONALLY CLOSE 
TIES. 

E. IN CASE THE GOI SHOULD POSSIBLY HAVE ANY UNCERTAINTY 
ON THIS SUBJECT, IT SHOULD BE ASSURED THAT THE USG HAS 

IN NO WAY BEEN INVOLVED IN MR. BARAHENI'S PROPAGANDA 
CAMPAIGN NOR IS THE USG ASSOCIATED WITH ANY OF MR. 
BARAHENI'S STATEMENTS. 

E. THE IRANIAN GOVERNMENT, THROUGH ITS DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS HERE, HAS FULL OPPORTUNITY AND RIGHT TO BRING 
TO THE ATTENTION OE THE REPRESENTATIVES OE THE MEDIA 
INEORMATION WHICH IT BELIEVES COUNTERS MR. BARAHENI. 
(EYE WE UNDERSTAND THAT ZAHEDI IS CONSIDERING AN 
INVITATION TO APPEAR ON 60 MINUTES TO REFUTE BARAHENI. 
END EYE) 

HARTMAN 
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